Mkdico-chiiutrgical Rkvikw.
[ We here continue the analysis of the first of the above works from our last number.
In preparing' the analysis, we happened to alight upon the work of M. Lobstein, on the same subject. The great scarcity of this book, and the high character of its author, will, we trust, be a sufficient apology for our introducing entire a work, which has now been some years published??
we do not, however, remember to have seen any analysis of it in any of the periodicals of this country.
M. Brachet next considers the influence of the ganglionic system of nerves on the action of the stomach. As in the case of the lungs, he considers the different operations of the stomach, and what influence each species of nerves exercises on it. Three acts depend on the stomach : 1st, the desire of food, or the sensation of hunger; 2dly, the chemico-vital action of the gastric juices on the alimentary mass, or chymification; 3dly, the peristaltic or antiperistaltic action of the stomach on the alimentary mass, so as to present all the parts of it in succession to its chymifying-surface, and then to expel it. And first, with respect to the feeling of hunger ; it is a sensation, obviously a nervous sensation. The want of food is felt, and this feeling or sensation can be transmitted to the brain only by means of nerves. The sensation of uneasiness experienced in the epigastric region shews the seat of it to be there; the grateful feeling which immediately succeeds the ingestion of aliments, proves that it is the stomach which is the seat of it, and that the other phenomena are but sympathetic, since they disappear even before digestion has commenced. Is it the pneumogastric nerve which transmits the sensation? or the filaments of the trisplanchnic? Our author instituted some experiments in order to solve this problem. In the first he made a spaniel dog fast for twenty-four hours, until it seemed to be devoured 1836] On the Ganglionic System. The animal being-untied and left to itself, lay down, and not seek for any thing to eat, the respiration was free, though a little s'pw. He then gave it some meat cut into small bits: this he ate, though ^thout seeking for it. The animal continued, till he was unable to swallow *nore in consequence of the oesophagus being full.
In his next experiment he kept two cabiais fasting for eighteen hours, the animals looked for food in every direction; they raised their heads, and uttered cries indicating the hunger which they felt. He then removed a Portion of the two cords of the eighth pair, adopting the precaution of taking an opening in the trachea; he then filled their trough with crumb ?f bread, a kind of food which they had previously appeared to eat with the Neatest avidity : they lay down without taking any notice of it; he then put the trough under their nose; they began to eat, but with a sort of indifference.
He then removed the trough from them; they did not stir, though they had but six inches to run in order to were confined exclusively to the pneumogastric, as they were the only nerves which they could reach with their instruments, every thing was referred to these nerves, no notice being taken of the other nerves which the stomach receives, and, consequently, no account being taken of the influence which the latter may still continue to exercise. As the process of digestion consists of several acts, and as each of these may be subjected to various influences, they could not appreciate these special influences, inasmuch as they always considered digestion en masse ; so that the influence of one nerve on one of these acts became the nervous influence on digestion. In order to proceed more methodically, it becomes necessary, then, to attend ?1st, to the different species of nerves which the stomach receives ; 2dly.
to the different acts which constitute digestion ; 3dly, to We shall proceed to his observations on the influence of the ganglionic system of nerves on the Secretions. The secretions are essentially connected with the functions of assimilation ; they are found in all organized beings, both animal and vegetable. As the latter are destitute of a cerebral nervous system, and, as they evidently secrete, it cannot be disputed that these functions depend on the ganglionic nervous system, this being the only system they have. By analogy, we may conclude that this is, in animals, the source of the action of their secreting organs.
[April 1 from the office of a periodical journal. The various conjectures regarding the functions of this nerve we shall not enumerate, for the reasons already assigned at the commencement of this article. We shall, therefore, proceed to lay before the reader an analysis of the pathological portion of this highly interesting work.
Physicians for a long time suspected that, in those nervous affections of the abdomen so often met with in practice, the ganglionic system was the seat of the disease, and, above all, that in hypochondriasis and hysteria, the abdominal nerves undergo some change. This suspicion is at the present day confirmed ; and it it now established as a pathological dogma, that these diseases are to be referred exclusively to a simple neuralgia of the abdominal nerves. With respect to hypochondriasis, all the phenomena of this disease clearly prove it to be of a spasmodic nature, and that it consists in a neuropathy of the system of the ganglions. The sensation of unusual pressure in the precordial region, after taking food, the difficult digestion of food, accompanied with flatus, the great degree of distress, palpitations of the heart, dizziness of the head, trembling of the limbs, &c. can have their seat and origin only in a disordered state of the nerves of the abdominal viscera. The vital action of the gastric organs, which, in the natural and healthy state, occasions no sensation whatever, now affects the brain after an unusual manner; the mind, influenced by this affection of the brain, forms an incorrect judgment of all that is going on in the abdomen. Hence it is, that the impression transmitted to the encephalon from the abdomen, through the branches of the nerves, excites sudden fright, dread of apoplexy or some other alarming disease, the patients being, at the same time, totally removed from any danger. Sometimes the disordered state of the abdominal nervous system, and the effects of this on the brain, so change the constitution of the mind, that, amidst the various disturbances of the fancy, the thoughts become altogether unconnected?symptomatic mania and real delirium are produced, which again disappear with the returning energy of the mind. Oftentimes the mind is so carried away, that one time the patient breaks forth into loud laughter from the slightest cause, returning soon after to a state of melancholy, and even to tears, without any apparent reason.
Hysteria indicates an affection of the uterine nervous system, which draws into sympathy with it the nerves of the epigastric organs, and particularly of the lungs ; so that dyspnoea, and a sense of constriction of the trachea, is a common symptom of this disease. It sometimes assails the dominion of the brain also ; and the augmented energy of the sympathetic nerve gives rise to considerable mental aberrations, and produces actions apparently spontaneous, which are, however, in reality, totally removed from the empire of the will. In a slighter degree, the patients frequently complain of spasms, which commence in the abdominal region, extend imperceptibly through the breast, when they sometimes produce merely the sensation of a vibration and oscillation of the integuments and muscles of the head and face; sometimes they give rise to intolerably acute pains, seated sometimes in the sinciput sometimes in the occiput?affecting one-half of the head in some, in some the entire head ; sometimes these pains are permanently fixed in some one spot in the head, so small that it may be covered with the thumb, accompanied by a sense of cold; yielding to no 
